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hand, it is interesting to find Perth writing to Bossuet and wishing that he
could attain to Melfort's high standard of religious life.

In the summer of 1685 Perth's religious doubts were known only to at
most one or two intimate friends, and his quarrel with Queensberry
had no element of religion in it. On September i James wrote to Perth
giving him permission to come to London to formulate his grievances
against Queensberry who was already there. Barrillon wrote at the end
of September that the conflict had ended in Perth's favour, but the
news was premature; Barrillon added that Perth was waiting only for
James's permission to declare himself a Catholic. Perth seems to have
delayed his journey, for it was not until late in November that confer-
ences began in which James tried to reconcile his chief Ministers, for it
seems evident that he was impartial between Queensberry and Perth,
and in spite of Perth's conversion, which was now known, if he inclined
to either side it was to Queensberry's. Perth's first complaints he
brushed aside as trivial, and Perth, writing to Hamilton on November 26,
said that though James continued to give himkind words, he sawno results.
It is probable that it was about this time that Perth had his meeting
with Halifax and signified his apprehension, when, in Burnet' words:

The Marquis answered him, he needed fear nothing, his faith
would make him whole; and it proved so.

The conferences extended over several weeks and were entirely
inconclusive. Queensberry had the support of Rochester and no doubt
of Moray; Sunderland's name is not mentioned in the letters which
Perth and Melfort wrote to the Duke of Hamilton (and which are our
fullest source of information), but we may be certain that what influence
he exerted was in favour of the Drummonds, for his conflict with
Rochester was at that time coming to a crisis. Queensberry in his
position of power could afford to be magnanimous; he went so far as to
say that he loved and trusted Perth and Melfort and that he was hurt
by their opposition to him. But the Drummonds, though they promised
obedience to the King's commands to live at peace with Queensberry,
said they could never trust him; and Perth was so unrestrained in his
language (and, it may be added, so disrespectful to James in using in his
presence such words about his first Minister) as to say that "Duke
Queensberry was an atheist in religion, a villain in friendship, a knave in
business and a traitor in his carriage to him". As late as February 2,
1686, after Queensberry and Perth had returned to Scotland, Moray
wrote to Queensberry:

It is the King's pleasure that Lord Viscount Melfort and I live
well together, and be united in his service, which we have accordingly